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MERCY. 


Matt,   v.   7. — "Blessed  are  the  merciful;  for  they  shall  ob- 
tain Mercy." 

Shakespeare — "The  quality  of  Mercy  is  not  strained, 

It  droppeth  as  the  gentle  rain  from  heaven 

Upon  the  place  beneath;  it  is  twice  blest; 

It  blesseth  him  that  gives  and  him  that  takes: 

'Tis  mightiest  in  the  mightiest ;  it  becomes 

The  throned  monarch  better  than  his  crown  : 

His  sceptre  shows  the  force  of  temporal  power, 

The  attribute  to  law  and  majesty, 

Wherein  doth  sit  the  dread  and  fear  of  king-; 

But  Mercy  is  above  this  sceptred  sway ; 

It  is  enthroned  in  the  heart  of  kings. 

It  is  an  attribute  to  God  himself; 

And  earthly  power  doth  then  show  likest  God'- 

When  Mercy  seasons  Justice." 

— Merchant  of  Venice. 


GENEALOGICAL. 


Iii  Hawaii-nei  any  one  who  presumed  to  be  of  royal  descent 
or  of  chief  stock  who  conld  not  recount  or  have  recounted  for 
him  by  his  kahu,  the  generations  of  his  family  hack  to  Wakea, 
reckoned  by  Hon.  A.  Fornander  to  have  been  about  A.  D.  190. 
was  put  to  scorn. 

Fifteen  generations  from  this  we  arrive  at  Xanaulu,  say 
A.  D.  500  when  the  Hawaiian  branch  of  the  Polynesian  chiefs 
was  established.  From  Xanaulu,  after  another  fifteen  genera- 
tions we  arrive  at  Maweke  circa,  A.  D.  1030.  From  Maweke 
Hawaiian  chronology  may  be  computed  from  any  of  the  leading 
genealogies. 

The  following  genealogy  of  John  Adams  Cummins  has  been 
approved  and  confirmed  by  Kamehameha  IV,  Kamehameha  Y. 
Lunalilo,  and  Kalakaua  and  their  kahus  from  comparing  with 
their  own  papakuauhau  or  genealogical  records : 

WAKEA  (k)  and  PAPA  (w)—  WAKEA  (k)  and  HOOHO- 

KFKALAXI  (w). 
43  LAIELOHELOHE  (w)  and  PFLAXI. 
58  LILOA  (k)  PIXEA  (w),  HAKAU  (k) 

AKAH1AKFLKAXA   (w)    ("MI 
PIIKEA  (w) 
A.  D.  1450.  LTMI-A-LILOA  (k) 

AIHAKOKO  (k) 
KF/MALAEXIFAUMI  (k) 

KUMALAENUAUMI  (k) 

KUMUNUIPUAWALAU  (w)     KEKAPOHELEMAI    (k) 

KEKAPOHELEMAI    (k) 


PIILAXI  (w) 
LOXOIKAUAKIXTI  (k) 
KAPUKAHEIAU  (w) 


LOXOIKAUAKIXI  (k) 
LONOIKAHAUPU  (k) 


From  Lonoikahaupu  sprang  Kamehameha   I. 


LOXOIKAHAUPU  (k) 
XIXAUAEWI  (w) 
KEKAPALAKEA  (k) 
KELEHUXA   (w) 
KOWALI  (k) 
KAUMAKAOKAXE    |  w ) 
KEAWEAUA  (k) 
KAAIIAIKU  (w) 
KEAUIAOLE  (k) 
LILOA  (w) 

KALMAKAOKAXE   (w) 
THOMAS  CUMMINS 


KEKAPALAKEA   (k) 
KOWALI  (k) 
KEAWEAUA  (k) 

KEAUIAOLE  (k) 

KALMAKAOKAXE  (w)  1813 
and  KAMEEIAMOKU  (k) 

JOHN  ADAMS  CUMMINS  1834 


--^r .  a-  &, 
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The  accompanying  plate,  a  splendid  likeness  of  J.  A.  Cummins,  is  the  work  of  a  Hawaiian, 

Henry  Grube,  who  learned  etching  in  Eoston.     It  was  made  aud  ient  to  him 

by  Mr.  Grube  as  a  token  of  remembrance  of  a  kindness 

done  to  him  by  Mr.   Cummins. 


INTRODUCTION. 


During  a  residence  of  forty  years  I  have  had  the  fortune  to 
meet  and  form  the  acquaintance  of  John  A.  Cummins  and  of 
his  respected  father.  During  the  latter  eleven  years  I  have 
become  intimately  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  former, 
and  the  extreme  cruelty  with  which  he  was  treated  during  the 
troublesome  times  of  1895  aroused  my  sympathy.  This  was 
probably  owing  to  the  spirit  of  the  hour.  Many  of  us  were  so 
shocked  at  the  revelations  of  the  intentions  of  the  rebels,  as 
learned  from  some  who  confessed,  that  we  hardly  felt  satisfied 
without  seeing  the  death  penalty  inflicted  upon  some  of  the  ring- 
leaders. Happily,  better  counsel  prevailed  and  we  ar"  now 
grateful  that  there  was  no  bloodshed.  Still  there  were  some  acts 
of  those  in  power  which  the  hindsight  we  now  have  makes  us 
wish  that  we  had  been  mere  lenient.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Cum- 
mins, which  I  have  endeavored  to  lay  before  the  reader,  I  feel 
that  an  endeavor  should  he  made  while  he  still  lives  to  make 
all  the  reparation  to  him  that  is  possible. 

His  long  life,  covering  part  of  Hawaiian  barbaric  times  and 
blending  into  civilization,  formed  his  character.  Al  times  I 
see  him  as  a  thorough  aboriginal  kanaka  in  all  which  that  im- 
plies. Again  1  see  him  as  an  Englishman  uttering  the  most 
exalted   and   radical   thoughts. 

His  early  association  with  natives  has  left  its  impression  in 
the  form  of  a  knowledge  of  the  Hawaiian  arts,  poetry,  the  hula, 
and  traditions  of  the  race.  His  associations  with  foreign 
princes  and  cultured  naval  officers  and  visitors  has  left  a  polish 
which  is  deeper  than  veneer.  From  his  marvelous  memory  he 
is  enabled  at  times  to  recite  Hawaiian  poems  descriptive  of  love 
and  war,  and  again  he  will  surprise  a  hearer  by  his  recitals  of 
Shakespeare  or  other  of  our  poets.  Thousands  will  attest  to 
his  lavish  hospitality,  which  he  showers  upon  all  without 
respect  to  their  worthiness.     In  this  he  is  purely  Hawaiian. 

"Uncle  John,"  as  he  is  called  by  foreigners,  and  "Papa"  by 


the  natives,  was  never  heard  to  speak  unkindly  of  any  one  and 
invariably  sympathizes  with  any  one  in  distress.  It  has  never 
been  my  fate  to  meet  a  man  so  free  to  forgive  an  injury  done 
to  him,  and  one  who  harbors  so  little  envy  or  malice. 

Trusting  that  the  facts  herein  set  out  will  have  some  bearing 
on  the  attempt  to  be  made  to  have  reparation  made  to  him  for 
the  injustice  done  to  him, 

I  subscribe  myself, 

JAMES  W.  GIKVIX. 


JOHN   ADAMS  CUMMINS. 


Any  attempt  to  set  forth  the  great  injustice  which  was  done 
to  John  A.  Cummins  through  his  arrest  for  alleged  participa- 
tion in  the  insurrection  of  1895  cannot  be  done  justice  to  with- 
out a  preliminary  description  of  the  man. 

He  was  born  in  Honolulu  in  the  year  1834,  his  mother  be- 
ing a  high  chiefess,  Kaumakaokane,  and  his  father  a  wealthy 
Englishman,  Thomas  Cummins.  His  sixty-one  years,  prior 
to  his  arrest,  embraced  much  of  the  transition  period  between 
barbarism  and  civilization  and  his  education  was  largely  Ha 
waiian.  He  had  had  a  desultory  attendance  at  English  schools 
but  never  acquired  any  great  degree  of  proficiency  in  that  Ian- 
guage. 

A  boy,  pampered  by  his  Hawaiian  grandfather  and  uncles 
and  carried  about  by  them  to  their  fishing  and  agricultural 
work,  he  naturally  learned  more  of  Hawaiian  arts  and  sciences 
than  of  English  lore.  His  earliest  recollections  are  of  being 
dandled  on  the  knee  of  Kamehameha  III,  and  of  associating 
with  numerous  young  chiefs  of  his  own  age.  During  his  long 
life  he  has  had  the  happy  experience  of  entertaining  many  of 
the  nation's  visitors,  as  the  Duke  of  Edinburg,  two  German 
Princes,  as  well  as  army  and  navy  officers  of  Great  Britain,  the 
United  States,  Germany,  France,  Austria  and  other  nations  and 
also  of  prominent  people  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  unique  position  which  this  archipelago  occupies  of  being 
the  only  group  of  islands  in  the  vast  North  Pacific  was  espe- 
cially appreciated  by  naval  men  of  the  great  nations  and  Mr. 
Cummins  has  at  different  times  discussed  with  them  the  possi- 
ble future  of  Hawaii.  Both  English  and  American  officers 
have  asserted  that  their  respective  flags  would  some  day  float 
over  the  Hawaiian  group.  Their  remarks  were  not  particularly 
heeded  by  him  as  he  knew  that  Great  Britain,  France  and  tne 
United  States  had  guaranteed  the  independence  of  Hawaii. 


That  Hawaii  had  been  discovered  by  the  Spaniards 'hi  1555 
and  which  discovery  was  purposely  concealed  by  Spain  until 
snch  times  as  she  was  prepared  to  make  use  of  it  he  knew.  Also 
that  (.'apt.  Cook  had  re-discovered  them  in  1778  while  on  his 
voyage  from  the  south  to  the  northwest  coast  of  America  and 
that  Great  Britain  had  patronized  them  by  sending  Capt.  Van- 
couver here  on  several  voyages,  notably  in  17'.»2,  1793  and  1791 
when  a  great  council  of  chiefs  took  place  on  board  his  vessel  at 
which  a  decision  was  reached  to  cede  the  islands  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  on  the  25th  of  February,  1791,  the  British  flag  was 
hoisted.  The  cession  was  never  ratified  by  the  home  govern- 
ment and  is  only  quoted  here  to  show  the  appreciation  which 
national  naval  men  had  for  the  geographical  position  of  the 
islands. 

The  arrival  of  American  missionaries  in  LS20  and  the  growth 
of  American  commerce  and  especially  the  whale  fishery  went 
far  towards  Americanizing  the  sentiment  of  the  inhabitants. 
Gradually  as  whaling  died  out  and  the  sugar  industry  arose 
closer  commercial  relations  grew  up  between  the  two  countries, 
America  being  the  natural  market  for  that  product. 

The  cattle  and  horse  breeding  business  in  which  Mr.  Cum- 
mins, Si'.,  was  engaged  had  also  expanded  in  that  whalers  and 
inerehantment  demanded  large  supplies  of  beef  and  the  en- 
riched people  required  many  fine  horses.  John  A.  Cummins 
was  foreman  on  his  father's  ranch  and  had  charge  of  his  city 
market  and  livery  sale  stables  and  was  brought  into  contact 
with  the  captains  and  officers  of  vessels  as  well  as  acting  as 
drover  with  his  native  horsemen  in  collecting  herds  of  cattle. 
Thus  he  grew  up  with  the  chiefs  and  people  and  naturally 
leaned  more  to  his  mother's  side  of  the  family  than  to  the 
father's. 

He  always  took  part  in  politics  in  his  own  section,  Koolau, 
Oahu,  but,  merely  for  the  sake  of  having  good  men  elected  to 
represent  his  district  in  the  Hawaiian  Parliament.  In  1873 
he  was  himself  returned  by  Koolau  District  as  their  representa- 
tive and  assisted  in  the  election  of  King  Lunalilo  and  in  the 
following  year  lenl  material  aid  towards  the  election  of  King 
Kalakana.  The  latter  would  gladly  have  kept  John.  A.  Cum- 
mins near  him  in  the  capacity  of  Chamberlain  but  his  father 
objected  and  required  his  services  at  Waimanalo,  which  was 
then  being  used  for  sugar. 
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Immediately  after  Kalakaua's  election  the  King  turned  his 
attention  towards  developing  his  country's  resources  and  was 
instrumental  in  effecting  a  Treaty  of  Reciprocity  with  the 
United  States.  This  was  strenuously  opposed  in  both  conn 
tries,  many  Hawaiians  decrying  the  cession  of  Pearl  Harbor 
to  the  United  States,  which  was  one  of  the  terms  of  the  Treaty. 
They  may  have  been  wise  or  otherwise,  but  it  is  admitted  that 
it  was  one  of  the  first  steps  towards  annexation.  The  Treaty 
was  to  last  for  seven  years  and  thereafter  until  either  country 
gave  a  year's  notice  of  its  desire  to  terminate  it.  Under  the 
Treaty  the  sugar  industry  prospered  but  after  the  seven  years 
there  was  always  the  danger  of  its  being  terminated  through 
the  success  of  its  opponents  at  Washington.  The  Cummins 
Plantation  was  amongst  those  that  were  greatly  enhanced  in 
value  through  the  free  market  for  sugar. 

In  1890  John  A.  Cummins  accepted  the  portfolio  of  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs  in  Kalakaua's  Cabinet.  In  November 
of  that  year  the  King  went  on  a  visit  to  California,  nominally 
for  his  health,  but  his  intentions  were  to  go  to  Washington  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  for  his  country  some  reparation  for  the 
partial  annulment  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  through  the  effect 
of  the  McKinley  bill,  which  admitted  sugar  from  other  coun- 
tries free. 

After  touring  the  State  of  California,  unfortunately  Kala- 
kaua  died  in  San  Francisco  on  January  20th,  1891.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  U.  S.  "Charleston"  with  the  remains  of  the 
King  on  January  29th  Mr.  Cummins,  as  Premier,  attended  t<> 
and  supervised  the  ceremonies  for  his  funeral,  which  took  place 
on  Feb.  15,  1891. 

On  the  29th  of  January  1891,  the  King's  sister,  who  had 
been  Regent,  took  the  oath  to  support  the  constitution  and  began 
her  reign  as  Liliuokalani.  One  of  her  first  acts  was  to  demand 
the  resignation  of  John  A.  Cummins  (with  whom  she  had  not 
been  friendly),  and  his  co-Ministers  from  the  Cabinet,  in  which 
the  Supreme  Court  upheld  her.  He  now  determined  to  es- 
chew politics  and  devote  himself  to  his  business  affairs,  which 
sadly  needed  his  attentions. 

All  Hawaiian  residents  are  familiar  with  the  dissensions 
which  followed  the  ascendency  of  Liliuokalani  to  the  throne 
and  the  frequent  changes  in  her  Cabinets.     Also  of  the  distrust 
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many  of  those  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  country  had 
in  her  conduct.  All  sorts  of  projects  were  brought  forward, 
some  of  which  were  known  to  have  her  tacit  approval,  as  the 
opium  bill,  the  lottery  bill,  etc.  Finally,  on  it  becoming  known 
that  her  intention  was  to  abrogate  the  constitution  she  had 
sworn  to  support  and  to  substitute  another  which  would  give 
her  greater  power  and  take  away  rights  of  the  people  confirmed 
in  the  Constitution  of  1887,  mass  meetings  were  called  and  it 
was  decided  to  remove  Queen  Liliuokalani  from  the  throne. 
When  in  extremis  she  called  Mr.  Cummins  and  besought  his 
advice,  which  was  freely  given,  but  she  did  not  follow  it. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1893,  she  was  removed  from  the 
throne  and  a  Provisional  Government  established,  the  princi- 
pal aim  of  which  was  annexation  to  the  United  States.  She 
appealed  to  Washington  and  the  President  sent  James  H. 
Blount  as  Special  Commissioner  with  paramount  authority  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  existing  or  other  Government  of 
the  Hawaiian  Islands,  to  obtain  the  fullest  possible  information 
in  regard  to  the  condition  of  affairs.  Under  his  directions  the 
American  Flag,  which  had  been  hoisted  by  the  American  Min- 
ister on  February  13th  was  hauled  down  and  the  U.  S.  troops 
embarked  on  April  1st. 

He  reported  adversely  to  the  conduct  of  U.  S.  Minister 
Stevens  in  lending  moral  and  physical  assistance  to  the  party 
which  had  removed  the  Queen,  lie  was  succeeded  by  Albert  S. 
Willis  during  whose  term  the  Queen  might  have  been  restored 
to  the  throne.  There  were  British  and  Japanese  men  of  war 
in  port  who  would  have  been  pleased  to  have  assisted  the  I'.  S. 
troops  in  restoring  the  Queen.  It  depended  entirely  upon  her- 
self. Had  she  been  willing  to  have  granted  amnesty  to  the 
leaders  who  had  been  instrumental  in  her  removal  she  would 
have  assuredly  been  restored.  Witness  Mr.  Willis1  letter  to 
A I  r.  Gresham  : 

Honolulu,  Nov.  Kith,  L893. 

"Sib: — In  the  forenoon  of  Monday,  the  13th  inst.,  by  pre- 
vious arrangement,  the  Queen  accompanied  by  the  Royal  Cham- 
berlain, Mr.  Robertson,  called  at  the  legation.  \"<>  one  was 
present  at  the  half  hour  interview  which  followed,  her  cham- 
berlain having  been  taken  to  another  room,  and  Consul-General 
Mills,  who  had  invited  her  to  come,  remaining  in  the  front  pari 
of  the  house  to  prevent  interruption. 
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After  a  formal  greeting,  the  Queen  was  informed  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  important  communications 
to  make  to  her  and  she  was  asked  whether  she  was  willing  to 
receive  them  alone  and  in  confidence,  assuring  her  that  this 
was  for  her  own  interest  and  safety.  She  answered  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

I  then  made  known  to  her  the  President's  sincere  regret  that 
through  the  unauthorized  intervention  of  the  United  States 
she  had  been  obliged  to  surrender  her  sovereignty,  and  his  hope 
that,  with  her  consent  and  co-operation,  the  wrong  done  to  her 
and  to  her  people  might  be  redressed.  To  this  she  bowed  her 
acknowledgements.  I  then  said  to  her,  "The  President  expects 
and  believes  that  when  reinstated  you  will  show  forgiveness  and 
magnanimity ;  that  you  will  wish  to  be  Queen  of  all  the  peo- 
ple, both  native  and  foreign  born ;  that  you  will  make  haste  to 
secure  their  love  and  loyalty  and  to  establish  peace,  friendship 
and  good  government." 

To  this  she  made  no  reply.  After  waiting  a  moment  I  con- 
tinued: "The  President  not  only  tenders  you  his  sympathy  but 
wishes  to  help  you.  Before  fully  making  known  to  you  his  pur- 
poses, I  desire  to  know  whether  you  are  willing  to  answer  cer- 
tain questions  which  it  is  my  duty  to  ask  ?"  She  answered,  "I 
am  willing."  I  then  asked  her,  ''Should  you  be  restored  to  the 
throne,  would  you  grant  full  amnesty  as  to  life  and  property  to 
all  those  persons  who  have  been  or  who  now  are  in  the  Provi- 
sional Government  V  She  hesitated  a  moment  and  then  slowly 
and  calmly  answered :  "There  are  certain  laws  of  my  Govern- 
ment by  which  I  shall  abide.  My  desire  would  be,  as  the  law 
directs,  that  such  persons  should  be  beheaded  and  their  prop- 
erty confiscated  to  the  Government."  I  then  said,  repeating 
very  distinctly  her  words,  "It  is  vour  feeling  that  such  persons 
should  be  BEHEADED  AXD  THEIR  PROPERTY  CON- 
FISCATED ?"  She  replied,  "IT  IS."  I  then  said  to  her,  "Do 
you  fully  understand  the  meaning  of  every  word  which  I  have 
said  to  you,  and  of  every  word  which  you  have  said  to  me,  and, 
if  so,  do  you  still  have  the  same  opinion  ?"  Her  answer  was,  "I 
have  understood  and  mean  all  I  have  said,  but  I  might  leave  the 
decision  of  this  to  my  ministers."  To  this  I  replied,  "Suppose 
it  was  necessary  to  make  a  decision  before  you  appointed  any 
ministers,  and  that  you  were  asked  to  issue  a  royal  proclamation 
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of  general  amnesty ;  would  you  do  it  2"  She  answered.vT  have 
no  legal  right  to  do  that,  and  I  WOULD  NOT  DO  IT.  Paus- 
ing a  moment  she  continued,  "These  people  were  the  cause  of 
the  revolution  and  constitution  of  1887.  There  will  never  be 
any  peace  while  they  are  here.  They  must  he  sent  out  of  the 
country,  or  punished,  and  their  property  confiscated."  I  then 
said,  "I  have  no  further  communication  to  make  to  you  now, 
and  will  have  none  until  I  hear  from  my  Government,  which 
will  probably  be  three  or  four  weeks." 

The  law  referred  to  by  the  Queen  is  Chapter  VI,  Section  9,  of 
the  Penal  Code,  as  follows :  Whosoever  shall  commit  the  crime 
of  treason  shall  suffer  the  punishment  of  death  and  all  his  prop- 
erty shall  be  confiscated  to  the  Government.  There  are  under 
this  law  no  degrees  of  treason. 

As  President  Cleveland  knew  that  the  American  people  would 
not  have  stood  to  have  seen  those  decapitated  who  had  been 
instrumental  in  the  removal  of  the  Queen  he  was  powerless  to 
restore  her  to  the  throne. 

How  near  this  woman  came  to  being  restored  to  the  throne ! 
I  lor  lack  of  an  innate  feeling  of  MERCY  prevented  her  from 
receiving  the  deserts  which  the  United  States  Government  con- 
cluded was  her  due. 


ATTEMPTS  AT   RESTORATION. 


Naturally,  neither  the  removal  of  the  Queen  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Provisional  Government  nor  the  establishment  of 
a  Republic  were  popular  with  the  natives,  as  if  there  is  one  thing 
they  are  consistent  in  it  is  a  love  and  respect  for  the  chiefs  of 
the  land.  In  1893  some  of  the  leaders  amongst  them  came  to 
Mr;  Cummins  to  solicit  his  assistance  towards  purchasing  a 
printing  press  and  type  that  they  might  express  their  views  in 
opposition.  This  he  lent  them,  but  it  might  as  well  have  been 
a  gift,  as  he  was  never  repaid. 

Of  all  the  Ilawaiians  there  was  none  from  whom  would  have 
been  expected  a  greater  love  for  the  monarchy  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  country  than  JOHN  ADAMS  CUMMINS. 
Being  one  of  the  last  of  the  high  chiefs,  whose  youth  was  spent 
in  associating  with  the  kings  and  princes  of  the  realm,  if  he 
had  no  love  for  the  Hawaiian  Flag  and  of  the  traditions  of  his 
country  then  no  one  had.  As  we  have  said,  he  had  been  dandled 
on  the  knee  of  Kauikeaouli,  Kamehameha  III.  Alexander  Li- 
holiho,  Kamehameha  IV,  and  his  gentle  Queen  were  his  most 
intimate  friends  and  companions.  Kalakaua  owed  his  election 
largely  to  the  instrumentality  cf  Mr.  Cummins,  and  would 
gladly  have  had  him  near  him  continually.  For  the  late  Queen 
he  had  no  personal  respect,  but  he  was  her  loyal  subject.  She 
removed  him  from  the  Cabinet  as  soon  as  possible  after  assum- 
ing the  government ;  yet  in  her  troubles  she  sought  his  advice. 

Again  after  the  formation  of  the  Republic  of  Hawaii  on 
July  4th,  1894,  she  determined  to  send  a  commission  to  Wash- 
ington with  a  final  appeal  for  restoration.  She  sent  a  messenger 
for  him  saying  she  would  like  to  see  him.  He  responded  quick- 
ly, when  she  proposed  that  he  go  to  Washington  as  head  of  the 
Commission.  He  demurred  as  it  was  not  convenient  to  him  tor 
financial  and  other  reasons.  She  persisted,  telling  him  that  she 
was  to  bear  the  expenses  of  the  Commission  and  it  was  desirable 
that  it  be  composed  of  natives.     He  deferred  answering  until  the 
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« 
following  day.  Before  he  was  dressed  the  next  morning  Judge 
Widemann  waited  on  him  and  urged  him  to  go.  He  then  called 
on  the  Queen  and  gave  his  consent  to  go  and  the  next  day,  July 
16th,  the  Commission,  consisting  of  J.  A.  Cummins,  Samuel 
Parker  and  Judge  Widemann,  took  passage  by  the  "Rio  de 
Janeiro." 

As  they  approached  the  coast  he  asked  the  other  members 
what  their  plans  were  but  could  get  no  satisfaction.  He  was 
informed  that  the  papers  were  ready  and  that  they  merely  had 
to  present  them  to  Secretary  Grtsham  and  was  surprised  that 
they  made  three  days'  delay  in  San  Francisco.  He  learned 
afterwards  that  they  had  telegraphed  to  Paramount  Blount  im- 
mediately on  arrival  and  awaited  an  answer  which  never  came. 
He  had  taken  with  him,  at  his  own  expense,  Major  Seward  as 
a  companion.  Owing  to  strikes  they  were  two  days  longer  on 
the  overland  trip  than  customary.  In  Chicago  they  were  ap- 
proached by  a  filibusterer,  who  got  the  cold  shoulder.  In  Wash- 
ington they  stayed  at  the  Arlington  where  Secretary  Gresham 
was,  and  who  informally  called  on  them.  They  made  a  formal 
call  at  the  White  House,  but  the  President  was  not  at  home. 
They  presented  their  papers  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  in 
eight  days  received  an  answer.  When  Mr.  Cummins  found  that 
their  mission  was  a  failure  he  insisted  on  returning  direct  al- 
though Judge  Widemann  talked  of  going  to  England  ami  Mr. 
Parker  wished  to  accept  some  hospitalities  extended  from  New 
York  and  Buffalo.  At  Chicago  each  of  the  party  were  ap- 
proached by  tilibnsterers,  but  Mr.  Cummins  gave  them  to  un- 
derstand that  lie  had  no  more  to  do  with  attempts  to  restore  the 
Queen.  The  Commission  arrived  l>a«'k  at  Honolulu  on  the  L5th 
day  of  September  and  reported  to  the  Queen  the  result  of  their 
mission.  Thereafter  Mr.  Cummins  decided  to  adhere  to  his 
determination  to  entirely  withdraw  from  politics. 

All  our  readers  remember  the  stirring  days  of  L895,  when 
i he  schooner  "Walworth"  landed  several  cases  of  arms  ami  am- 
munition at  Manana  Island,  off  Koolaupoko,  Oahu,  and  of  the 
bringing  of  said  arms  from  there  and  the  attempt  to  land  them 
in  Honolulu  harbor,  which  was  frustrated.  Of  their  being 
landed  at  Diamond  Head  and  of  the  skirmishes  which  ensued 
between  the  governmenl  troops  and  the  rebels  and  the  final  dis- 
persion and  capture  of  all  the  insurrectionists. 
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The  ramifications  of  the  plot  to  overturn  the  government 
were  quite  extensive,  but  the  loyalty  of  the  best  people  of  Hono- 
lulu and  their  willingness  to  tender  their  aid,  capital,  and  lives, 
if  necessary,  was  greater.  Every  assistance  was  rendered  the 
government  to  ferret  out  the  ring-leaders,  citizens  coining  for- 
ward and  suggesting  whatever  to  their  mind  suspicious  cir- 
cumstances in  regard  to  this  or  that  person.  Many  of  these  sus- 
picions on  being  pursued  ended  in  smoke.  As  tangible  proof 
was  obtained  against  a  party  and  he  was  arrested  his  confessions 
led  to  the  arrest  of  others  until  finally  it  was  believed  that  all 
who  were  in  any  way  connected  with  the  insurrection  were  cor- 
ral ed. 

Amongst  all  these  confessions  there  was  nothing  to  implicate 
Mr.  Cummins  except  that  he  harbored  W.  T.  Seward,  who  had 
been  his  guest  for  a  couple  of  years.  Major  Seward  was  as  much 
at  home  in  Mr.  Cummins'  houses  either  in  Waimanalo  or  Hono- 
lulu as  any  of  his  family  and  assisted  him  in  entertaining  his 
guests  at  both  places.  The  Major  had  not  been  on  the  islands 
long  enough  to  be  familiar  with  the  Hawaiian  language,  but 
all  the  servants  talked  enough  English  for  him  to  be  able  to 
make  his  wants  known  and  the  servants  took  orders  from  him 
the  same  as  if  they  had  been  issued  by  Mr.  Cummins.  We  can 
better  understand  Mr.  Cummins'  testimony  when  we  understand 
the  nature  of  the  relationship  of  Major  Seward  to  the  house- 
hold. The  Major  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  Mr.  Cum- 
mins, was  an  educated  gentleman  and  very  companionable.  He 
had  met  Mr.  Cummins  at  a  time  when  he  was  sick  and  was  in- 
vited to  Waimanalo,  where  the  out-door  life  and  freedom  from 
care  cured  him  of  his  complaint.  His  company  and  advice  be- 
came necessary  to  the  happiness  of  Mr.  Cummins  and  he  was 
always  welcome. 

We  have  said  that  Major  W.  T.  Seward  had  accompanied  the 
Commission  sent  by  the  Queen  to  Washington,  but  merely  as  the 
guest  of  Mr.  Cummins.  After  the  return  of  the  Commission  to 
Honolulu,  Major  Seward  did  not  remain  long  in  Honolulu,  but 
went  off  again  to  the  coast,  this  time  not  at  the  expense  of  Mr. 
Cummins ;  nor  did  Mr.  Cummins  know  the  object  of  his  visit. 
It  appears,  however,  that  he  went  as  an  emissary  of  the  Queen 
to  arrange  for  arms  and  munitions  of  war  whereby  she  expected 
to  be  able  to  again  grasp  the  throne  which  her  ill-advised  admin- 
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Lstration  of  bad  1< :>st  to  her.  From  evidence  in  all  the  cases  it 
would  appear  that  the  suspicions  of  the  Government  of  Hawaii 
had  been  directed  against  Major  Seward  from  the  frequency  of 
his  visits  to  the  house  of  C.  T.  Gulick,  who  was  sick.  Naturally 
such  suspicions  would  be  directed  against  Mr.  Cummins,  whose 
house  the  Major  made  his  home.  One  who  reads  Mr.  Cummins' 
voluntary  evidence  cannot  but  be  convinced  that  he  told  the 
truth  and  that  he  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  avoid  the  very 
appearance  of  evil.  Notwithstanding  all  his  endeavors  he  was 
dragged  into  it  unwittingly.  We  can  imagine  the  crushed  old 
chief  in  a  felon's  cell  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  sick  and  in 
distress,  and  knowing  that  matters  were  taking  place  in  his 
home,  which  will  not  here  be  mentioned.  He  felt  so  thoroughly 
abandoned  and  alone  in  the  world  that  he  would  have  welcomed 
death  as  a  relief.  This  man  who  had  so  lavishly  entertained  all 
classes  of  people,  from  royalty  to  the  poorest  kamaaina,  was 
informed  that  he  was  to  be  tried  for  a  capital  offense.  He  sent 
word  to  the  authorities  that  he  desired  to  have  the  opportunity 
to  tell  any  and  all  little  matters  which  might  be  pertinent,  know- 
ing full  well  that  in  bis  heart  there  was  no  guile. 

The  Judge  Advocate.  W.  A.  Kinney,  took  the  opportunity  to 
make  use  of  his  voluntary  statement  during  the  trial  and  in  the 
presence  of  C.  T.  Gulick,  \V.  T.  Seward,  YV.  11.  Kickard,  and 
T.  15.  Walker,  which  will  appear  elsewhere. 


SWORN    STATEMENT   OF   JOHN    A.   CUMMINS. 

COURT-MARTIAL  TRIAL  OF  C.  T.  GULICK,  W.  T.  SEWARD,  W.   H. 

RICKARD  AND  T.  B.  WALKER. 

ORDER    FOR    A    MILITARY    COMMISSION. 


1 — Colonel  W.  A.  Whiting,  Presiding. 
2— Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Fisher. 
3— Capt.  C.  W.  Zeigler. 
4 — Capt.  J.  M.  Camara. 
5 — Capt.  J.  W.  Pratt. 
6— Capt.  W.  C.  Wilder. 
7 — First  Lieut.  J.  W.  Jones. 

Capt.  W.  A.  Kinney,  Aide-de-Camp,  Judge  Advocate. 
JOHN  A.  CUMMINS,  a  witness  for  the  prosecution,  was 
duly  sworn  and  testified  as  follows: 

DIRECT   EXAMINATION. 

I  testify  voluntarily.     No  threat  was  made  to  me. 

I  first  knew  of  the  coming  of  arms  on  the  evening  of  the  3r<^ 
of  December,  the  same  day  that  Major  Seward  returned.  1 
learned  it  from  him.  Two  weeks  before  the  Major's  return 
Mr.  Nowlein  came  to  my  house  and  asked  if  I  had  any  guns.  1 
said  "Yes,"  and  pointed  to  them.  He  said  "When  the  time 
ci mies  I  want  them."  I  said  "No;  I  want  them  here  for  my 
own  protection."  Mr.  Nowlein  then  said,  "The  old  man  will 
be  back;  he  has  gone  after  war  material."  That  is  Major 
Seward. 

When  he  returned  I  met  him ;  we  were  together  that  night. 
I  said  to  him,  "I  have  heard  that  you  have  been  after  muni- 
tions of  war."  He  said,  ''Yes."  I  asked  him  if  he  had  been 
successful  in  his  mission.  He  said  that  he  had  done  the  work, 
that  he  had  been  successful.  He  said  the  last  he  had  seen  was 
the  tug-boat  had  taken  the  war  material  and  put  them  aboard  of 
a  vessel  and  the  vessel  had  gone  to  sea.  He  said  that  two  or 
three  days  after  that  he  had  left  San  Francisco  to  come  here. 
I  said  to  him  I  was  very  sorry  he  had  gone  into  this  thing;  that 
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I  was  afraid  it  would  bring  trouble  to  us  all  there  at  the  house, 
because  he  was  living  there  at  my  house.  He  said  to  me,  "Don't 
you  be  afraid ;  all  the  blame  will  attach  to  me."  I  said  to  him, 
"How  can  I  escape  from  being  blamed  in  this  matter ;  you  are 
living  here  in  my  house,  boarding  here,  and  the  outside  people 
will  naturally  associate  you  and  me  together  in  this  matter.  I 
asked  him  where  the  money  came  from  to  purchase  arms.  He 
told  me  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Queen  telling  him  to 
go  to  San  Francisco,  California,  and  Mr.  Spreckels  had  the 
money.  I  think  it  was  Rudolph  Spreckels.  I  understood  tin- 
Queen  had  given  Major  Seward  a  letter  to  Mr.  Spreckels,  ask- 
ing him  to  assist  Mr.  Seward  in  what  he  did.  I  did  not  see 
the  letter,  but  that  is  what  I  understood  from  conversation.  He 
said  it  was  Rudolph  Spreckels.  I  said  to  him  Rudolph  Spreck- 
els has  been  here  and  it  was  not  a  great  while  ago  he  returned 
to  San  Francisco ;  and  he  said  Mr.  Follis  did  the  work.  I  said 
to  him,  I  have  heard  that  he  has  been  there.  He  said,  "Yes : 
he  got  over."  I  knew  this  Mr.  Follis.  Was  introduced  to  him. 
He  came  here  as  a  friend  of  Mr.  Rudolph  Spreckels.  His  ini- 
tials are  "F.  F.",  three  "F's".  When  Follis  came  here  Rudolph 
and  a  young  man  named  Bluxome  were  with  him.  That  is  tin- 
time  I  met  him.  I  do  not  know  Follis'  occupation.  Knew  him 
as  a  friend  of  Rudolph ;  they  came  to  my  house. 

After  the  Major  came  back  there  was  no  one  in  my  house- 
hold who  knew  anything  about  this  matter  but  myself.  After 
that,  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday  the  boy  brought  a  horse  over 
from  Koolau  for  me.  The  boy's  name  is  Keoniliilii.  Johnny 
told  me  that  the  ft/la j or  had  -cut  for  him  on  the  Saturday  before. 
Johnny  told  me  that  the  Major  had  told  him  to  go  out  to  a  little 
island  and  watch  there  for  a  schooner. 

T  think  that  very  shortly  after  we  all  three  (Major  Seward 
Keonililii  and  myself)  met.  I  saw  the  Major  give  Keoni  some 
money  in  gold,  think  it  was  $20.00.  In  consequence  of  Keoni's 
coming  to  me  and  telling  me  that  the  Major  had  told  him  t<> 
go  there  and  watch  I  told  Keoni  that  he  was  doing  something 
which  was  very  improper,  and  it  would  get  us  all  into  trouble. 
After  that,  when  the  Major  was  there  I  saw  him  give  him  the 
$20.00  I  think  it  was  to  buy  provisions,  food  to  be  used  on  the 
island,  Manana  Island. 

I  did  not  hear  a  great  deal  that  the  Major  said.     I  saw  him 
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hand  him  the  money.  The  man  said  just  before  that  he  wanted 
money  to  buy  provisions  with.  There  was  a  great  deal  said 
there  in  regard  to  a  boat  having  been  sent  on  Monday  and 
Keoni  said  "yes,  that  he  had  received  the  boat,  he  said  that  he 
had  not  seen  the  boat  bnt  it  was  there  at  Koolan.  The  Major 
spoke  of  the  boat  first.  I  would  like  to  tell  the  whole  story  but 
these  skippings  about  make  it  hard  for  me.  I  will  try  to  cut  it 
short.  ( The  Judge  Advocate — Mr.  Cummins  came  here  to 
tell  more  about  his  own  implication  in  the  matter  than  about 
Major  Seward.)  At  this  time  the  Major  asked  me  to  tell  Ke- 
oni to  send  up  a  man  with  two  horses.  Mr.  Xowlien  had  two 
men  he  wanted  to  send  over  there  and  when  they  got  there  they 
were  to  be  put  on  board  the  vessel  when  she  arrived.  1  do  not 
know  whether  Keoni  took  any  package  with  him.  I  did  not 
see  any  lights  Avith  him. 

The  day  following  that  there  was  some  bad  weather.  A  few- 
days  after  that  Keoni  came  up  and  brought  some  horses  for 
me.  He  said  nothing  had  been  seen  of  the  vessel.  Keoni  said 
that  he  was  going  away,  that  he  was  going  to  leave  anyhow, 
and  that  the  Xowlien  men  were  on  the  Island.  That  is  the  last 
I  saw  of  Keoni. 

A  few  days  after  that  Kauli  came.  He  went  into  Major's 
room  and  I  went  in  there.  He  told  us  that  they  had  seen  the 
vessel,  that  one  man  had  been  put  on  board,  that  they  had  re- 
turned with  some  packages  of  pistols,  and  that  they  had  con- 
cealed them.  The  Major  told  me  to  tell  the  man  to  hide  them 
somewhere  in  a  secure  place  where  they  could  not  be  found 
and  I  told  the  man.  He  assured  us  they  had  already  been  con- 
cealed. A  day  or  several  days  after  that  they  came  back,  re- 
turned. Then  the  Major  told  me  that  Mr.  Xowlien  had  sent  the 
man  over  to  get  the  pistols.  The  man  came  back  without  getting 
them.  He  mentioned  the  man's  name  but  I  have  forgotten  it. 
One  evening,  I  think  it  was  afternoon,  the  Major  and  Mr.  Xow- 
lien came  into  my  room.  They  said  that  the  pistols  had  been 
sent  for  but  they  could  not  be  had,  got.  They  asked  me  to  write 
a  letter,  and  I  wrote  it  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Seward  and  I  sup- 
pose he  gave  it  to  Mr.  Xowlien ;  then  they  sent  over  again. 

On  another  day  Mr.  Seward  was  excited  and  said  the  pistols 
would  not  be  given  up  to  us.  I  said  "that  is  none  of  my  busi- 
ness, I  have  nothing  to  do  with  that."     I  said  to  him  "you  are 
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doing  something  that,  is  going  to  get  us  all  into  trouble."  I  told 
him  that  I  felt  very  friendly  towards  him,  he  and  I  had  been 
on  very  friendly  terms  for  a  number  of  years  but  he  was  en- 
gaged in  something  that  was  going  to  get  me  and  my  folks  into 
trouble,  and  he  said  it  would  not  get  me  into  trouble,  it  will 
only  be  him.  He  said  his  connection  with  the  affair  ceased,  that 
the  people  has  been  out  to  the  island  and  that  they  had  got  the 
arms  and  they  had  been  landed  and  his  connection  with  the 
affair  was  over  and  his  part  of  the  work  was  finished,  what 
remained  to  be  done  belonged  to  others.  A  few  days  after  that 
he  said  to  me  "I  want  you  to  tell  Kauli  (because  at  that  time 
Keoni  had  gone  away  and  Kauli  was  the  man  over  at  the  other 
side)  "I  want  you  to  tell  Kauli  to  keep  on  with  the  watch  for 
the  Waimanalo  and  if  he  sees  the  Waimanalo  to  show  a  light 
and  if  she  shows  a  light  in  return  then  tell  him  to  come  to 
town,"  "The  Waimanalo  has  gone  to  look  for  the  vessel." 

After  that  Keonilii  returned  to  Waimanalo  and  I  telephoned 
over  and  found  him  there.  He  told  me  by  telephone  that  he 
was  disabled  and  hurt  his  foot,  something  of  that  sort.  He 
said  that  the  boys  were  still  on  the  island,  Manana.  There  was 
nothing  received. 

I  think  the  light  was  our  carriage  light,  because  I  saw  it 
taken.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  Kanli  took  it.  The  Major  was 
there  when  it  was  taken.  lie  saw  it  taken,  lie  knew  what  it 
was  to  be  used  for.  The  Major  gave  it  to  Kanli,  that  is  the 
lamp  on  his  buggy.  The  Major  told  Kauli  if  he  saw  the  vessel 
lie  was  to  wave  the  light  and  then  if  the  Waimanalo  answered 
il    hv  showing  a   light  that  he  was  to  conic  to  town. 

A  few  mornings  after  that  Keoni  rung  np  on  the  telephone 
and  said  that  the  vessel  had  been  seen  and  as  I  went  out  that 
morning  Kanli  was  there,  lie  had  come  in  the  meantime  and 
told  all  that  had  taken  place.  The  Major  and  Kauli  and  my- 
self were  present.  Kauli  said  that  every  thing  that  he  bad 
been  told  to  do  had  been  done,  that  the  vessel  had  been  seen 
and  he  had  conic  to  town  as  he  had  been  ordered.  This  is  all 
I  know  about  that  particular  part.  I  can  tell  aboul  something 
else  but  may  transgress  the  rules  of  evidence  again.  I  Was  :it 
home  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  when  the  trouble  began.  1  have 
been  at  home  ever  since. 


TRIAL   OF  JOHN   A.   CUMMINS. 


Gen']  Headquarters,  Republic  of  Hawaii,  Honolulu. 

February  27th,  1905. 

Gen'l  Court  Martial  Orders.) 
Xo.  61.  ) 

I. — Before  a  Military  Commission,  which  convened  at  Hono- 
lulu, Island  of  Oahu,  Jan'v  17th,  1895,  pursuant  to  Special 
Order  Xo.  25,  dated  Jan.  16,  1895,  and  Xo.  2<*>,  dated  Jan.  19, 
1895,  Gen'l  Headquarters,  Republic  of  Hawaii,  Honolulu,  Is- 
land of  Oahu,  of  which  Colonel  William  Austin  Whiting,  1st 
Regiment,  X.  G.  H.,  was  president,  was  arraigned  and  tried, 

JOHN  A.  CUMMINS. 

CHAEGE  FIRST.     Second  Specification. 

That  the  said  JOHX  A.  CUMMINS,  upon  the  Island  of 
Oahu,  one  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  at  divers  times  within  six 
months  now  last  past  did  commit  Treason,  by  procuring  and 
providing  munitions  of  war,  arms  and  forces  to  be  used,  and 
which  were  used,  in  levying  war  against  the  Republic  of  Ha- 
waii, and  in  attempting  to  overthrow  the  same. 

To  which  the  said  JOHX  A.  CUMMINS  pleaded,  -GUIL- 
TY." 


FINDINGS. 

.  The  Commission  after  maturely  considering  the  evidence  ad- 
duced, find  the  accused,  JOHX  A.  CUMMIXS  as  follows: 

Of  the  Second  Specification,  First  Charge  Guilty. 

And  the  Commission  does  therefore  sentence  the  accused 
JOHX  A.  CUMMIXS  as  follows :  To  be  imprisoned  at  hard 
labor  for  the  term  of  five  years  at  such  places  as  the  Commander 
in  Chief  may  direct,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  FIVE  THOUSAND 
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» 
DOLLARS  ($5,000.00),  said  imprisonment  to  date  from  the 
5th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1895. 

II. — The  proceeding's  of  the  Commission  in  the  foregoing 
case  were  duly  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the  Republic  of 
Hawaii  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Military  Forces  of  the 
Republic. 

III. — The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  the  forego- 
ing case  of 

JOHN  A.  CUMMINS 

are   hereby   approved;    but    upon    the   recommendation    of   the 
( 'abinet,  the  sentence  is  mitigated  and  modified  as  follows : 

That  the  accused  JOHN  A.  CUMMINS  pay  a  tine  of  FIVE 
THOUSAND  DOLLARS,  and  be  imprisoned  until  such  fine 
shall  be  paid. 

The  Marshal  or  his  Deputy  is  ordered  to  take  into  his  cus- 
tody the  said  JOHN  A.  CUMMINS  and  to  cause  the  said  modi- 
fied sentence  against  him  to  be  executed  by  imprisonment  for 
the  term  designated  in  the  said  sentence  in  the  Oahu  Jail,  <»r 
any  other  jail  or  prison  of  the  Republic,  and  thereafter  until 
the  fine  named  in  the  said  modified  sentence  shall  be  fnllv  paid. 
(Signed)     SANFORD  B.  DOLE, 

President  and  Commander  in  Chief. 


REPORT  TO   PRESIDENT   ROOSEVELT. 


Honolulu,  October  K3th,  1903. 

To  the  Honorable, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir: — In  relation  to  the  letter  from  John  A.  Cummins  to  the 
President,  complaining  of  punishment  suffered  by  him  in  con 
neetion  with  the  insurrection  in  Honolulu  in  the  year  1895,  and 
of  the  refusal  of  the  Hawaiian  Legislature  to  refund  him  the 
amount  of  his  fine,  which  letter  was  referred  to  me  by  your 
department  for  consideration  and  report,  1  have  the  honor  to 
report  as  follows: 

Mr.  (  ummins  was  tried  on  the  charge  of  treason  before  a 
Military  Commission  convened  at  a  time  in  the  year  1895, 
when  Martial  Law  was  in  force  in  said  Honolulu,  for  the  trial 
of  his  and  other  cases  connected  with  said  insurrection,  to  which 
charge  he  pleaded  GUTLTY,  according  to  the  enclosed  copy 
of  an  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  such  Court,  and  was  sen- 
tenced to  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  for  the  term  of  fire  years, 
fn  'late  from  February  oth,  1S95,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  fire  thou- 
said  dollars  with  a  recommendation  by  the  members  of  the 
Commission  of  extreme  clemency  and  a  commutation  by  the 
reviewing  authority  of  the  sentence  made  mandatory  by  our 
statutes,  and  that  imprisonment,  if  any,  be  inforced  may  be 
served  without  hard  labor,  which  proceedings  and  sentence  and 
recommendation  are  set  forth  in  said  copy  of  the  extract  of  the 
proceedings  of  such  Commission  enclosed  herewith. 

In  view  of  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Cummins'  age  and 
health  and  the  recommendation  of  the  Military  Commission 
for  clemency  in  his  case,  his  sentence  was  commuted  to  the 
payment  of  the  fine  adjudged  against  him  on  or  about  February 
27th,  1895,  which  fine  he  paid  and  was  thereupon  released  from 
imprisonment. 
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On  the  27th  April,  1903,  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means 
of  the  Senate  of  the  Legislature  of  Hawaii,  reported  unfavor- 
ably on  a  Senate  resolution  for  the  appropriation  of  moneys  for 
the  payment  of  the  amount  of  said  fine  with  interest  to  Mr. 
( 'ummins,  which  report  was  adopted  on  the  same  day  by  the 
Senate. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  such  report  which  includes  a 
copy  of  the  resolution. 

I  approve  of  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  the  matter  for  the 
reason  given  in  the  report.  Moreover,  Mr.  Cummins  pleaded 
GUILTY  to  the  crime  of  Treason  and  accepted  the  commutation 
of  his  sentence,  paying  the  fine  and  thereby  obtaining  his  lib- 
erty.  A  large  number  of  prisoners,  some  190  in  all,  tried  be- 
fore the  Military  Commission  for  participation  in  the  insurrec- 
tion of  1895,  were  imprisoned  for  various  periods  reaching  from 
a  few  months  to  ten  months  or  over.  Mr.  Cummins  has  no  bet- 
ter claims  for  reparation  than  the  other  prisoners,  so  far  as 
appears,  and  a  recognition  of  his  claims  would  undoubtedly 
admit  all  of  the  others. 

To  reopen  these  matters  would  to  my  mind  be  utterly  il log- 
ical.    It  would  moreover  be  impolitic  to  the  last  degree  and 
would  tend  to  revive  the  bitterness  of  the  period  referred  to. 
which  is  now  happily  and  rapidly  subsiding. 
Very  respectfully, 

(Sig.)     SAXFORD  B.  DOLE. 
Senate  of  the  Territory  of  Hawaii. 
Honolulu,   April   27th,    1903. 

Honorable  C.  L.  Crabbe, 

President  of  the  Senate 

Sir: — Your  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  Resolution  to  "Appropriate  money  to  reimburse 
-J.  A.  Cummins  for  a  fine  of  $5,000  for  alleged  crime  of  Mis- 
prision of  Treason"  begs  leave  to  report  that  we  have  had 
the  same  under  careful  consideration. 

The  Resolution  is  as  follows: 

"Whereas,  the  Honorable  John  Adams  Cummins,  a  Noble 
under   the  late    Hawaiian    Monarchy   and    a   descendant    of  one 
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of  the  highest  chief  families  of  Hawaii  and  an  alii  who  had 
sustained  intimate  and  cordial  relations  with  the  Kings  of 
Hawaii,  viz:  Kamehameha  III,  Kamehameha  IV,  Kameha- 
meha  V,  Lnnalilo,  Kalakaua  and  Her  late  Majesty  Liliuokalani 
and  who  was  once  an  elective  member  of  the  Legislatures  by 
which  two  Sovereigns  were  elected  to  the  throne  of  Hawaii, 
who  for  manv  years  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Nobles, 
and  also  of  the  King's  Privy  Council  of  State,  and  who  held 
the  high  office  of  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  by  appointment  of 
his  late  Majestv  Kalakaua,  and  ; 

Whereas,  the  said  Honorable  and  aged  John  Adams  Cum 
mins  was  arrested  without  warrant  on  the  16th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, A.  1).  1895;  was  confined  in  Oahu  Prison  and  treated 
with  great  indignity;  was  arraigned  before  a  Military  Com- 
mission or  Court  Martial  which  held  its  sessions  at  the  Pal- 
ace, while  the  ordinary  courts  of  the  country  were  pursuing 
their  wonted  course  of  procedure  in  the  Judiciary  Building, 
and  was  charged  with  the  crime  of  Misprision  of  Treason;  was 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  $5,000.;  was  confined 
in  Oahu  Prison  for  a  period  of  thirty  days;  did  pay  such  fine 
of  $5,000  and  was  thereupon  restored  to  Liberty. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  thai  the  said  sum  of  $5,000  to- 
gether with  interest  thereon  at  the  legal  rate  from  the  date  oi 
the  payment  of  the  said  fine,  is  hereby  appropriated  oul  of  an\ 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Territory  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, and  to  be  immediately  available  for  the  purpose  of 
repaying  to  the  said  Honorable  John  Adams  Cummins,  the 
said  sum  and  interest." 

The  Resolution  as  worded  is  somewhat  severe  on  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Republic  of  Hawaii  after  the  uprising  in  L895 
when  the  country  was  under  Martial  Law,  and  to  support  the 
Resolution  would  be  in  a  way  a  condemnation  of  the  act>  of 
the  Government  at  that  time. 

Your  Committee  understood  that  the  Resolution  was  intro- 
duced on  the  grounds  that  J.  A.  Cummins  was  the  only  one 
out  of  a  large  number  sentenced  by  the  Court  Martial,  who 
paid'  the  fine  imposed,  and  for  that  reason,  it  is  but  right  he 
should  be  reimbursed.  We  find  that  on  examining  the  records 
chat  there  were  190  sentenced,  of  which  25  only  were  sentenced 
to  both  fine  and  imprisonment,  while  J.   A.  Cummins  was  the 
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sole  person  who  was  sentenced  to  only  a  fine,  and  who  paid 
the  same. 

If  it  is  right  and  just  that  J.  A.  Cummins  should  be  reim- 
bursed, then  all  who  were  imprisoned  under  the  sentence  of 
the  Court  Martial  have  just  claims  for  damages  for  having 
Deen  imprisoned. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  go  into  the  details  of  the 
trials  by  the  Court  Martial  in  1895.  It  is  recent  history  and 
all  are  familiar  with  the  facts. 

Your  Committee  do  not  favor  the  proposition  of  reimburs 
ing  those  who  were  sentenced  by  said  Court  Martial.  We  would 
say  to  those  in  the  Senate  who  might  favor  the  proposition  of 
reimbursing  J.  A.  Cummins  that  the  Resolution  is  not  in  proper 
shape  for  appropriating  money.  It  is  a  Resolution  addressed 
only  to  the  Senate,  who  have  no  power  to  appropriate  money 
without  the  joint  action  of  the  Hcuse  and  the  Governor. 

We  recommend  that  the  Resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  P.  BALDWIN, 
J.  D.  PARIS. 

When  his  own  case  was  being  considered  and  reviewed  by 
the  reviewing  authorities  we  will  see  the  extent  of  MERC1 
which  was  meted  out  to  him.  Technically,  he  pleaded  guilty 
on  the  advice  of  his  counsel.  The  gentlemen  who  composed 
the  .Military  Commission  who  tried  him  and  189  others,  who 
were  conversant  with  the  whole  matter,  having  sat  through 
all  those  trials,  and  who  had  witnessed  the  stirring  Bcenes  of 
January,  1895,  and  who  knew  what  their  sentence  must  be 
under  the  law,  were  moved  as  men  never  were  moved  before, 
to  sympathy.  They  urged  his  counsel  (  ?)  to  withdraw  the 
plea  of  "guilty  of  treason"  ami  substitute  a  plea  of  "guilty 
of  misprision,"  but  for  a  trivial   reason  he  would  not  do  so. 

The  Court  Martial  then  sentenced  the  aged  and  decrepit 
Hawaiian  chief  "to  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  for  the  term 
of  five  years  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars,"  and 
forwarded  the  proceedings  of  the  ( 'ommission  to  the  President 
of  the  Republic  of  Hawaii  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Forces  of  the  Republic. 

They  did  not  feel,  however,  that  they  were  doing  their  whole 
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duty  as  men  in  the  premises  by  merely  forwarding  the  cold 
Findings  and  Sentence  to  the  reviewing  authority.  They 
tacked  onto  it  the  following  noble  recommendation  which  they 
and  their  children  will  always  proudly  quote  as  the  expression 
of  nature's  noblemen  ;  viz ; 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  Commission,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  plea  of  guilty,  of  the  age,  state  of  health,  the  pre- 
vious good  reputation  of  the  accused,  his  family,  of  the  fact 
that  others  who  were  more  deeply  involved  have  been  accused 
before  us  of  a  lesser  offense,  and  being  of  me  opinion  that  a 
charge  against  the  accused  of  nr^prision  of  treason  would  have 
fully  met  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  in  consideration 
of  the  fact  that  the  statement  of  the  accused,  which  wTas  given 
in  a  straightforward  manner,  by  which  alone  we  can  measure 
the  criminality  of  the  accused,  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make 
him  OXE  OF  THE  LEAST  GUILTY  OF  THE  PERSOXS 
1 XYOLYED,  do  recommend  the  exercise  of  EXTREME 
( JLEMENCY  and  a  commutation  by  the  reviewing  authority, 
of  the  sentence  made  mandatory  by  the  statute,  and  that  im- 
prisonment, if  any  be  inforced,  may  be  served  without  hard 
labor."     (Signed) 

W.  AUSTIN  WHITING,  Col.  1st  Reg.,  X.  ft.  II. 

J.  H.  FISHER,  Lieut.  Col. 

( !.  W.  ZIEGLER,  Capt.  Co.  F. 

J.  M.  ( IAMAEA,  Capt.  Co.  C. 

J.  W.  PRATT,  Capt  and   Vdjt. 

\V.  C.  WILDER,  JR.,  Capt.   Co.    I). 

J.  W.  JOXES,  1st  Lieut.  Co.  D. 

Xow  let  us  notice  the  effect  of  this  sirring  recommendation 
on  the  reviewing  authority.  They  were  pleased  to  commute 
the  sentence  by  striking  out  the  part  "that  he  be  imprisoned  at 
hard  labor  for  the  term  of  five  years"  (probably  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  expense  of  keeping  one  so  old  ami  decrepit  for 
that  length  of  time  would  be  expensive  to  the  government),  and 
that  he  pay  the  fine  of  five  thousand  dollars  adjudged  against 
him. 

This  reviewing  authority  was  perfectly  familiar  with  all 
the  testimony  in  the  case,  knew  of  the  solicitude  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Commission  in  urging  counsel  for  the  accused  to 
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withdraw  the  plea  of  guilty  of  treason,  yea,  and  knew  more 
than  that,  for  they  were  familiar  with  the  life  and  reputation 
<>f  the  accused.  This  was  their  MERCY.  How  soon  they 
forgot  that  it  was  by  the  lack  of  mercy  on  the  part  of  the 
Queen  that  they  enjoyed  the  very  power  they  were  exercising. 
Money  was  in  demand  and  they  knew  that  the  condemned  felon 
could  mortgage  his  estates  and  raise  the  sum  and  pay  his  fine 
"and  thereby  obtain  his  liberty."1 

The  House  of  Representatives  of  1893  would  gladly  have 
refunded  the  amount  of  which  the  aged  chief  was  mulcted 
and  repay  it  to  him  with  interest,  but  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Ways  and  Means  reported  that  "to  support  the  Resolution 
would  be  in  a  way  a  condemnation  of  the  Government  at  that 
time"   and   tabled   the   Resolution. 

When  the  whole  matter  was  laid  before  President  Roose- 
velt, through  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  he  requested  that 
a  special  and  full  report  of  the  punishment  suffered  by  John 
A.  Cummins  be  made.  The  then  Governor  of  the  Territory 
of  Hawaii,  Sanford  B.  Dole,  sent  forward  a  most  voluminous 
report  (excepting  the  evidence  upon  which  the  accused  was  con- 
demned )  of  an  extract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Military  Com- 
mission, and  also  a  copy  of  the  resolution  before  the  Senate. 
Notwithstanding  his  knowledge  of  the  whole  case  he  takes 
refuge  behind  the  technicality  of  the  plea  of  Guilty  to  the 
crime  of  treason,  and  the  erroneousness  of  such  plea,  of  which 
iie  must  have  been  convinced  from  the  recommendation  of  the 
Military  Commission,  lie  says,  "Mr.  Cummins  pleaded  guilty 
to  the  crime  of  Treason  and  accepted  the  commutation  of  his 
sentence,  paying  the  fine  and  thereby  obtaining  his  liberty." 
How  could  he  do  otherwise?  lie  goes  on  to  gay,  "A  large  cum- 
ber <>f  prisoners,  some  190.,  in  all,  were  tried  before  the  Mili- 
tary ( 'oinniission  for  participation  in  the  insurrection  of  L895, 
were  imprisoned  tor  various  periods  reaching  from  a  few 
months  to  ten  months  or  over  (he  fail-  to  state  how  many  were 
let  go  or  to  lay  stress  on  the  fact  that  the  Military  Commis- 
sion had  felt  it  their  duty  to  impress  on  the  reviewing  authority 
that  "JOHN  ADAMS  CUMMINS  WAS  THE  LEAST 
GUILTY  OF  THE  PERSONS  LNVOLVED"). 

As  the  Military  Commission  in  their  recommendation  recite 
that  "THE  STATEMENT  OF  THE  ACCUSED,  which  was 
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given  in  a  straightforward  manner,  BY  WHICH  ALONE 
WE  CAX  MEASURE  THE  CRIMINALITY  OF  THE 
ACCUSED,  is  of  such  a  nature  as  TO  MAKE  HIM  ONE  OF 
THE  LEAST  GUILTY  OF  THE  PERSONS  INVOLVED" 

the  question  arises  why,  when  President  Roosevelt  asked  for  a 
report  on  this  especial  case  should  that  evidence  have  been  with- 
held ?  The  whole  case  centers  in  this  evidence  and  it  is  the 
entire  res  gestae  of  the  ease.  There  was  a  reason  for  its  be- 
ing concealed.  The  subterfuge  that  "Mr.  Cummins  pleaded 
Guilty  to  the  crime  of  Treason"  is  the  veriest  subterfuge,  as 
Mr.  Dole  knew  that  W.  A.  Kin  my.  Judge  Advocate  of  the 
Military  Commission,  at  the  request  of  the  members  of  the 
Commission,  had  gone  to  J.  A.  Magoon,  counsel  for  the  accused, 
and  endeavored  to  persuade  him  to  withdraw  the  plea  of  Guilty 
of  Treason  and  substitute  one  of  Guilty  of  Misprision.  Had 
Magoon  done  so  there  is  no  doubt  the  Commission  would  have 
discharged  Mr.  Cummins  with  a  reprimand,  if  even  that  was 
necessary. 

Mr.  Cummins  had  no  especial  trial.  There  were  no  wit- 
nesses to  testify  for  or  against  him.  He  was  adjudged  guilty  on 
his  own  plea  of  "Guilty  of  Treason,"  made  at  the  instigation 
and  on  the  advice  of  J.  A.  Magoon.  The  poor  old  crushed 
chief  was  incapable  of  realizing  the  gravity  of  the  plea  nor 
that  it  was  mandatory  in  the  law  that  a  severe  sentence  must 
follow. 

The  difference  between  Treason  and  Misprision  is  that  Tiea- 
son  implies  an  intent  to  commit  an  act  of  treason,  or  the  com- 
mission of  an  overt  act  of  treason.  Misprision  is  merely  the 
knowledge  of  an  act  of  treason  about  to  be  committed,  undis- 
closed to  the  authorities. 

He  may  have  been  led  to  believe  that  the  reviewing  authority 
would  annul  the  sentence  of  the  Military  Commission,  but  he 
did  not  realize  that  the  funds  in  the  public  exchequer  were 
low  and  needed  replenishing  and  the  opportunities  were  few. 

Then  again  he  may  have  believed  that  after  all  that  had  been 
said  and  written  in  regard  to  the  Queen's  Bloodthirstiness  and 
MERCILESSXESS  that  he  could  with  perfect  confidence 
entrust  his  life  and  purse  to  the  authorities  which  had  been 
the  gainer  by  her  exhibition  of  those  barbaric  qualities. 

However,  as  Mr.  Dole  says  in  his  report  to  President  Roose- 
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self,  "lie  paid  his  fine  and  thereby  obtained  his  liberty."  A 
little  oil  makes  the  thumb-screw  ease  up.  "Verily  I  say  unto 
thee,  thou  shalt  by  no  means  come  out  thence,  till  thou  hast 
paid  the  uttermost  farthing.'"     Matt.  v.  2li. 

As  long  as  ho  lives  and  this  stigma  remains  on  his  name 
this  old  Hawaiian  chief  should  hang  his  head  in  shame.  As 
long  as  he  lives  the  Territory  of  Hawaii,  the  successor  to  the 
Republic  of  Hawaii,  will  owe  him  the  five  thousand  dollars 
out  of  which  he  was  mulcted  by  those  in  power  and  the  sooner 
it  is  repaid  to  him,  with  legal  interest  for  its  detention,  the 
hotter  it  will  be  for  the  Territory  and  for  those  concerned. 
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